(The Geographical History of America, p. 3) 


If he comes yes he comes. Yes he comes. If he comes. Any 
Donald is not Donald there. Donald there is not any Donald 

here. But better here. What if Donald may. Not likely is not 

as different as very likely. And very likely Donald is here. 

Page XVIII I may not be through with Donald. Page XIX Donald 
has nothing to do with romanticism. Donald has nothing to do with 
money. Donald has nothing to do with scenery. Donald has nothing 
to do with human nature. Donald has nothing to do. Donald. No 
one can reproach Donald. Donald and Dorothy and once there was 
an ocean and they were not drowned. Page 2. You" and "Why was 
Polonius the one to say the things he said in his advice to his 
son because of course any one who writes anything is talking to 
themselves and that is what Shakespeare always has done, he makes 
them say what he wants said just as he can make any one that one. 
Ordinarily anybody finishes anything. But not in writing. In 
writing not any one finishes anything. That is what makes a 
master-piece what it is that there is no finishing" and "Master- 
pieces have no finishing in them and what anybody can say is what 
anybody can know and what anybody can know is what anybody can 
see but human nature and war and storms have a beginning and an 
ending they begin and therefore they are not interesting and 
money and romanticism they do not end and they do not begin but 
they do not exist and therefore they are not anything although 
any one can feel that way about them and therefore although they 
are not anything they are interesting" and "And what have master- 
pieces to do with this thing with their being no question to 
answer and no answer to a question" and "Question and answer has 
no identity it has only a form" and "The only relation between 
anything is master-pieces and master-pieces therefore never have 
anything to do" and "I am not sure that is not the end" said 


Gertrude Stein in The Geographical History of America, New York, 
First Vintage Books Edition, October 1973 and the pages whereon 
Gertrude Stein said what she said are 220, 222, 149-150, 150, 
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